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Morbidity and 'mortality from infectious diseases during the year 1903. 

The following infectious diseases with the number of deaths caused 
by them are reported by the general hospital of this port for the year 
1903: 

Enteric fever 11 

Tuberculosis (location not stated) 16 

Tuberculosis of the lungs 14 

Phthisis 14 

Tetanus 18 

Tetanus and bronchitis 1 

Tetanus and pneumonia 1 

Dysentery ( form not specified ) 8 

Psilosis 3 

Fever and ague (a form of filariasis) 1 

Beriberi 1 

During the year 1903 there were treated in the wards of this hos- 
pital 4,983 persons. Of this number 198 died and 204 were still under 
treatment at the end of the year. 

Circular and correspondence relative to West Indian quarantine 

conference. 

[Circular.] 
ADDRESSED TO THE BRITISH COLONIES. 

Downing Street, August 8. 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that my attention has been 
called to the general inconvenience, annoyance, and loss caused by the 
quarantine measures which have been enforced by the various West 
Indian colonies during the past year. 

2. A conference was, as you are aware, held in 1888 to consider the 
question of the adoption of a uniform system of quarantine through- 
out the British West Indies. This conference, which was summoned 
by Lord Gormanston, then governor of British Guiana, took place in 
Demerara, and was attended by delegates from all countries concerned. 
In their report the delegates, while declaring some system of quaran- 
tine to be necessary, agreed that it was desirable to establish a uniform 
system in lieu of the various systems then in existence; but the diver- 
sity in the methods adopted by the different governments and quaran- 
tine authorities during the recent epidemic shows that little progress 
in the desired direction has been achieved during the past fifteen years. 

3. It is, however, not only the continued want of uniformity in 
quarantine methods which appears to demand attention. The time 
has, I think, also come when the West Indian colonies might with 
advantage again consider how far, in view of the recent developments 
of sanitary science, it may not be possible in the interests of trade and 
communication to discard some of the restrictions which have been 
generally thought necessary in the past and to substitute precautionary 
measures of a different nature. 

4. I have, therefore, to propose that, if the various colonies con- 
cerned will consent, another conference on the subject of quarantine 
should be held in the course of the coming winter. This conference 
should, I think, on the ground of general convenience, take place at 
Barbados, and I would suggest that it should be attended by one med- 
ical and one lay representative of each of the colonies of Jamaica, 
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Trinidad, and Tobago, Barbados, and British Guiana; that Grenada, 
St. Vincent, and St. Lucia should each send one delegate, one, at least, 
of the three to be a medical man, and that three, of whom one at least 
should be a medical man, should be sent by the Leeward Islands. 

5. If you concur with the proposal, you will, I think, agree that 
the presence of an expert selected by myself on the adv T ice of the local 
government board to attend the deliberations of the delegates would 
be likely to promote the attainment of more practical results than 
would be produced by a conference held without such assistance, and 
I trust, therefore, that your Government will be prepared to contrib- 
ute its share of the expenditure which will be necessary to give effect 
to my suggestion. The president of the local government board has 
consented to place the services of one of the board's medical inspectors 
at my disposal for the purposes of the proposed conference, on the 
understanding that his salary at the rate of £700 per annum for the 
period of his absence from England should be repaid to the board and 
that his travelling and personal expenses should be borne by- the colo- 
nial governments concerned. It is suggested that the inspector should 
receive an allowance for personal expenses at the rate of 30 shillings 
a day while on land and 10 shillings a day while on board ship. 

6. It is considered essential that the inspector should, prior to the 
conference, visit the various colonies concerned and make himself 
acquainted with their local conditions. He can not, I understand, be 
spared earlier than some time in October, and the date of his departure, 
which will be communicated to you hereafter, must determine the 
date of the conference, which presumably can not be held before 
January. 

I assume that the officer will be absent from England for at least 
four months, and the total cost of the visit, including all expenses, 
may come to slightly more than £i for each of the six colonies con- 
cerned; but I think the delegates to Barbados will be well reptid if it 
is found possible to prevent a repetition of the annoyances which have 
latterly given rise to so much complaint. 

7. I shall be glad to receive a very early answer to this dispatch. 



I have, etc. 



J. Chamberlain. 



Government House, August 11, 1904-. 
His excellency the governor to the honorable the legislative council : 

I have the honor to present to the honorable the legislative council 
the accompanying copy' of a dispatch from the secretary of state for 
the colonies with regard to the quarantine conference held in Barbados 
from April 25 to May 6 last, together with the report from Doctor 
Thomson, which is referred to in paragraph 3 of this dispatch. 

2. I submit the convention regulation and recommendatory resolu- 
tions, and I have the honor to state that a bill to ratify and give effect 
to the convention and regulations has been prepared and is under con- 
sideration. It will be placed before you as soon as possible. 

F. M. Hodgson, 

Governor. 

Downing Street, June 3, 1904. 
Sir: With reference to your dispatch No. 96 of May 7, your telegram of the 23d, 
and my telegram of May 27, you will have received from the delegates representing 
the colony under your government at the conference recently held at Barbados to 
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discuss the question of quarantine in the West Indies copies of the printed report 
submitted to me, together with the proposed convention regulations and recom- 
mendatory resolutions which have been drawn up. 

(2) I have noted with great pleasure that on this difficult and troublesome subject 
the delegates to the conference have come to unanimous conclusions, and I am glad 
to read the cordial acknowledgment which is made of my predecessor's action in 
convening the conference and of the great assistance which has been given by Dr. 
Theodore Thomson, who was specially selected to give the delegates from the several 
colonies the benefit of his expert advice. 

(3) I have now the honor to request that the results of the conference, together 
with the inclosed short report which I have received from Doctor Thomson, may be 
laid with this dispatch before the legislature of Barbados, and I would express a 
strong hope that the excellent results of the work of the delegates may be adopted 
and ratified by the necessary legislation. This course is clearly in the interest of 
West Indian trade, and I hope that the advantages of uniformity in quarantine prac- 
tice may be held to outweigh any local preference on one or other particular point, 
and that a valuable precedent may be set for friendly cooperation among the West 
Indian colonies on matters which affect them all alike. 

(4) Should the convention and regulations be adopted by the colonies which 
were represented at the conference, I shall proceed to endeavor to obtain the adhesion 
of British Honduras, the Bahama Islands, and Bermuda, and of the foreign West 
Indian colonies. 

(5) I would commend to the favorable consideration of your government and 
legislature the recommendation of the conference for a central quarantine authority. 

(6) I have read with interest the speech which you delivered on the occasion of 
the opening of the conference, and I appreciate Mr. Stoker's services as president of 
the conference. 

I have, etc., 

Alfred Lytteltox. 
Governor Sir F. M. Hodgsox, K. C. M. G. 

(Copy.) Local Government Board, 

Whitehall, S. W., May SI, 1904. 
The Bight Honorable Alfred Lvttelton, M. P., 

His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your instructions, I visited 
the several British colonies in the West Indies and subsequently attended a confer- 
ence of delegates from these colonies, assembled to consider the existing quarantine 
arrangements there and the possibility of replacing the diverse precautionary meas- 
ures now in force by a uniform system of a different nature. 

I left England on the 2d day of January last and visited the following places in 
turn: Jamaica, Trinidad, British Guiana," St. Vincent, Grenada, St. Kitts, Antigua, 
Dominica, St. Lucia, and Barbados. In each instance I made it my business to 
acquaint myself with the quarantine measures in force, with the sanitary organiza- 
tion of the colony, and, in so far a- the time at my disposal permitted, with its gen- 
eral sanitary circumstances. 

The quarantine system in the British West Indian colonies is open to grave objec- 
tions in two respects — 

( 1 ) The measures applied in one colony frequently greatly differ from those applied 
in another, and (2) in all the colonies the measures applied are unreasonably 
stringent. 

The want of uniformity referred to has recently become more marked in conse- 
quence of decrease of stringency in the quarantine "regulations of one or two colonies, 
notably Barbados. This want of uniformity constitutes a serious embarrassment to 
shipping, by reason of the resulting uncertainty as to the measures to which a vessel 
may be subjected and as to the amount of delay which may in consequence ensue. 

The unreasonable stringency of the quarantine measures operates with even greater 
detriment to the interests of shipping and of trade in general in the West Indies than 
does their want of uniformity. Nor do these measures constitute the safeguard to 
the public health which they are intended to secure; indeed, they involve a great 
danger which, until of late, has commonly been overlooked. Severe quarantine 
inevitably leads many members of the traveling public to resort, frequently with 
success, to artifices which may enable them to evade the delays, the restraints, and 
the cost that await them; and persons who have successfully evaded quarantine 
measures constitute the greatest possible danger, because an unknown, and therefore 
uncontrolled, danger to the public health of the community to which they have 
gained entry. In recent years the experience of all who have had large experience 
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in quarantine administration has increasingly demonstrated that the most effective 
safeguard against the introduction of infectious disease into a community is to be 
found in the application of measures that reduce to a minimum all temptations to 
attain their evasion. 

The conference of delegates from the several colonies commenced its sittings at 
Barbadoes on the 25th of April and closed on the 6th of May. The results of its 
labors are embodied in a report, in a convention and quarantine regulations which 
♦hey recommend for adoption by the British West Indian Colonies, in certain recom- 
mendatory resolutions, and in an abstract of information as to methods of disinfec- 
tion, intended to serve as a guide to health officers. 

In drafting the quarantine regulations, the delegates bearing in mind the sanitary 
organization" and circumstances of their colonies, felt themselves unable to recom- 
mend the adoption of measures as liberal as those that obtain in England. The 
regulations which they framed, and which embody the chief principles laid down 
in the last International Sanitary Convention, resemble in their main lines those 
that obtain in some of our Eastern colonies and dependencies — such as Hongkong, 
the Straits Settlements, Zanzibar, and Somaliland. The adoption of the measures 
comprised in the convention and in the quarantine regulations by the several colonies, 
would in my judgment, conduce to more efficient safeguarding of the public health 
in these colonies and would materially further the economic welfare of the British 
West Indies. 

It is difficult for me to give adequate expression to my sense of obligation for the 
uniform and unfailing courtesy and kindness with which I was received in every 
colony, and for the guidance and help everywhere given to me with a view to my 
gaining a proper apprehension of the conditions of the several communities. No 
effort was spared, no trouble was considered too great, to facilitate my investigations. 

I would also express my grateful appreciation of the consideration and kindness 
shown to me by all the delegates at the conference. The relations thus established 
lightened and rendered pleasant the part that I was privileged to take in their delib- 
erations on subjects frequently complex and beset with many difficulties. 
I have, etc., 

(Signed) Theodore Thomson. 

Foreign and insular statistical reports of countries and cities — Yearly 

and monthly. 

Brazil — Geara. — Month of July, 1904. Estimated population, 
50,000. Total number of deaths, 84, including 3 from enteric fever. 

Pernamhuco.— -Two weeks ended August 15, 1904. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 200,000. Total number of deaths, 380, including enteric fever 
1, smallpox 21, plague 1, and 49 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Two weeks ended August 31, 1904. Total number of deaths 336, 
including diphtheria 1, enteric fever 2, smallpox 28, plague 2, and 59 
from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Canada — Ontario — Hamilton. — Month of August, 1904. Estimated 
population, 55,000. Total number of deaths not reported. One death 
from diphtheria and 10 deaths from tuberculosis reported. 

France— Roitbaix. — Month of August, 1904. Estimated-population, 
124,660. Total number of deaths, 229, including measles 1, and 2 
from scarlet fever. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 76 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended September 3, 
1904, correspond to an annual rate of 18.2 per 1,000 of the aggregate 
population, which is estimated at 15,271,287. 

Bradford.— Two weeks ended August 13, 1904. Estimated popula- 
tion, 285,089. Total number of deaths 215, including diphtheria 13, 



